
 
 

 

Heritage Evening 

October 15th 2012 
 

The loss of the RB Angus 
 

The season starts with a personal account of a sinking in the North Pacific. 

mv R B Angus was a geared, 5 hold/hatch medium sized bulk-carrier (NRT 5487) owned by Canadian Pacific Bermuda, 

and operated on a run between British Columbia and Japan in the mid 1960’s. She sailed on her final voyage laden with 

concentrates and lumber from British Columbia at the end of November 1967, and sank in heavy weather in the North 

Pacific on December 17
th

, without loss of life.  

The speaker, Robin Mallam, was Second Officer on the vessel on that voyage and will give his recollections of events 

leading up to the sinking and the final transfer of the crew to Japan. 

Robin started his career in the Merchant Navy as an indentured Cadet to Shaw Savill & Albion in September 1960 

serving in cargo and cargo/passenger ships. After passing his Second Mates Certificate he returned to that company, 

enjoying the “flying fish voyages” to Australia and New Zealand.  In 1967 he sought a change and transferred to 

Canadian Pacific for more excitement. Be careful what you wish for! After the sinking he stood by new tonnage in Japan, 

and made several voyages in modern bulk carriers. In 1970 he transferred to Furness Withy, sailing as Chief Officer. 

Marriage in 1975 and the reduction in the fleet, led to a temporary job in Furness Withy Chartering which lasted 27 

years, ending his career as Director of Operations of their fleet of time-chartered bulk carriers. Robin joined the 

Honourable Company of Master Mariners in 1991, and is a Liveryman.   

The timing of the evening is as for past years. The bar will open at 1815, and the talk will start at 7. Those who have 

booked supper will be charged £25 for Friends and Members; £30 for all others. If you only wish to attend the lecture, 

you are equally welcome, and we ask for a £5 donation. 

Please reserve your place for supper by 1300 Friday 12
th

. October by email to info@thewellingtontrust.com, or 

telephone: 0207 836 8179. 
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